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paring him with himfelf, admits of no other alternative, than that 
}ie aded again!! his judgment as a member, or has declared con- 
trary to it as an author. 

But it is not in the reprefentation only that defers lie, and 
therefore I proceed in the next place to the ariliocracy. 

What is called the Houfe of Peers, is conftituted on a ground 
very fimiiar to that, again!! which there is a law in other cafes. 
It amounts to a combination of perfons in one common intereft. 
No reafon can be given, why an houfe of legillation fhould be 
composed entirely of men whofe occupation confifts in letting 
landed property, than why it fhould be compofed of thofe who 
hire, or of brewers, or bakers, or any other feparate clafs of men. 

Mr. Burke calls this houfe, the great ground and pillar of [ecu- 
* f rity to the landed inter eft” Let us examine this idea. 

What pillar of fecurity does the landed intereft require more 
than any other intereft in the ftate, or what right has it to a di- 
itir.d and feparate reprefentation from the general intereft of a 
mation ? The only ule to be made of this power, (and which it 
lias always made,) is to ward off taxes from ufelf, and throw the 
burthen upon fuch articles of confumption by v/hich itfelf would 
jbe leaf! affeded 

That this has been the confequence, (and will always be the 
lscnfequence of conffrudi ng governments on combinations,) is 
evident with refped to England, from the hiiiory of its taxes. 

Notwithftanding taxes have encreafed and multiplied upon 
every article of common confumption, the land-tax, which more 
particularly affeds this “ pillar,” has diminifhed. In 1788, the 
amount of the land-tax was ^.1,950,000, which is half a million 
lefs than it produced almoft an hundred years ago *, notwithftand- 
ing the rentals are in many inftances doubled fince that period. 

Before the coming of the Hanoverians, the taxes were divided 
in nearly equal proportioons between the land and articles of con- 
sumption, the land bearing rather the large!! fhare : but fince 
that asra, nearly thirteen millions annually of new taxes have 
been thrown upon confumption. The confequence of which has 
been a conftant encreafe in the number and wretchednefs of the 
poor, and in the amount of poor-rates. Yet here again the 
burthen doss not fall in equal proportions on the ariliocracy with 
the reft of the community. Their refidences, whether in town 
or country, are not mixed with the habitations of the poor. They 
live apart from diftrefs, and the expence of relieving it. It is in 
raanufaduring towns and labouring' villages that thofe burthens 
prefs the heavieft ; in many of which it is one clafs of poor fup- 
porting another. . 

Several of the mod heavy .and productive taxes are fo contriv- 
ed, as to give an exemption to this pillar, thus Handing in its 
«vvn defence. The tax upon beer brewed for fale does not affed 
the ariliocracy, who brew their own beer free of this duty. It 
falls only on thofe who have not conveniency or ability to brew, 

* See Sir John Sinclair’s Hiftory of the Revenue. The land-tax in 
1646 was £.2,473,499. 
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and , who , porchafe it in fmall quantities. But what ivtfl 
mankind think o, the juftice of taxation, when thev know that 

exemot ^° m wl ]' ch ari ft° c ™cy are from circumfhnces- 

vea^. - eq - Ua t0 w Wh ° !e of the land - tax > being in the - 

IroL i^ 8 ’ fu KIS n0t efs now ’ and with its 

proportion of the taxes on malt and hops, it exceeds it.— That a. 

single articie, thus partially confumed, and that chiefly by the 
working part, fhould be fubjeft to a tax, equal to that on the 
whole rental of a nation, is, perhaps, a fail not to be paralelled 
m tnc hntones of revenues. 

This is one of the conferences refulting from an houfe of Ife. 
gination, compofed on the ground of a combination of common 
intereft ; for whatever .their feparate politics as to parties may 
be, m this they are united. Whether a combination ads to rails 
the price of any article for fale, or the rate of wages ; or whe- 
ther it ads to throw taxes from itfelf upon another clafs of the 
community, the principle and the effed are the fame ; and if the 
one be illegal, it will be difficult to !hew that the other ought to exift. 

It is to no ufe to fay, that taxes are firft propofed in the houfe 
of commons j for as the other houfe has always a negative^ it can 
always defend itfelr ; and it would be ridiculous to fu-ppofe that its 
acquiefcence in the meafures to be propofed were not underilood 
before hand. Bc/ides which, it has obtained fo much influence by 
borough-traffic, and fo many of its relations and connedions an? 
diftributed on both ftdes of the commons, as to give it, befides 
an abfolute negative in one houfe, a preponderancy in the other, 
m all matters of common concern. 

h is difficult to difeover what is meant by the landed intereft , 
if it does not mean' a combination of ariftocratical land-holders,-, 
oppofing their own pecuniary intereft to that of the farmer, and 
every branch of trade, commerce, and man u fad ure. In all other 
refpeds it is the only intereft that needs no partial protedion. It 
enjoys the general protedion of the world. Every individual, 
high or low, is interefted in the fruits of the earth ; men. Wo- 
men, and children, of all ages and degrees, will turn out to affift 
the farmer, rather than a harveft ftiould not be got in ; and they 
will not ad thus by any other property. It is the only one for 
which the common prayer of mankind is put up, and the only 
one that can never fail from the want of means. It is the inte- - 
reft, not of the policy, but of the exiftence of man, and when it 
ceafes, he muft ceafe to be. 

No other intereft in a nation Hands on the fame united fupport. 
Commerce, manufadurers, arts, fciences, and every thing elfe, 
compared with this, are fupported but in parts. Their profpe- 
rity or their decay has not the fame univerfel influence. When 
the vallies laugh and fing, it is not the farmer only, but all cre- 
ation that rejoice. It is a profperity that ^xcludes-all envy ; and 
this cannot be faid of any thing elfe. 

Why then does Mr. Burke talk of his houfe of peers, as the 
pillar of the landed intereft? Were that pillar to link into th- 
earth, the fame landed propertv would continue, and the fama 

C 5 ploughing 



160 


170 


180 190 200 210 


220 


230 240 


250 



260 270 280 290 300 



